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A study on the recent situation of intractable diseases
for making the criteria of the diseases being eligible

for public financial aid

Inaba Yutaka, Kurosawa Michiko (Department of Epidemiology, Juntendo University
School of Medicine), Takagi Hirofumi (The Institute of Statistical Mathematics), Ohno
Yoshiyuki (Department of Preventive Medicine, Nagoya University)

In order to make a criteria of the disease being eligible for public financial aid, questionnaires of recent
situation of the disease were mailed to the chief of each subcommittee of 118 intractable diseases at June in
1998. The questionnaire included 1. estimated number of the patients, 2. etiology, 3. method of therapy, 4.
the percentage of patients required by assistance in ordinary life, 5. five year survival rate, 6. criteria of di-
agnosis and severity, 7. recent tendency of the hospital, 8. age at first visit of the hospital, 9. the ratio of
in-patients to out-patients, 10. interval of hospital visits, 11. number of specialist for the disease, 12. the
proportion of difficulty to working, and so on. At the end of August, the preliminary results of the survey
were returned to the chief of each subcommittee, and asked them to revise the data. The meeting of re-
searchers of this study at the middle of November, proposed the decision tree program for the following
three points of view, researchers, patients and administers.

Key words : intractable diseases, public financial aid, decision tree
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